The Story of Robert Chapman (1782 NC-1845 IL)
Thirty five years ago my cousin (once removed), James Russell 
Chapman, turned his 20 years of Chapman family research over to me. 
His arthritis got so bad he could not carry on. I continue to dedicate 
my genealogy work to Russell Chapman. Neither of us had any idea 
what was coming with the dawn of the computer age and the internet. 
Russell would have been so enthusiastic about the findings. He died in 
1990. 
At the time we knew that our ultimate Chapman ancestor was Robert 
C. Chapman, born in North Carolina 1782.  We knew his second wife 
was Margarett Cummins (m. 1818 in Harrison Co, KY).  We thought the 
first wife was Anna Martin (m. 1807) and both were documented from 
state marriage records. The records, while correct, should not always 
be accepted at face value. 
In the early 1990's a correspondent, Vickie Conner, sent me the 
transcription of a journal that was attributed to Andrew Chapman 
(1837-1897), though from dates in the journal for other transactions, 
it appears to have been started before Andrew was born. The journal 
contained family marriage and birth information, including some 
oncerning a different Robert Chapman b. 20 Jul 1781 whom we found 
through the marriage rocords and the information in the journal, 
married Anna Martin 12 Oct 1807 in Washington Co, Tennessee.  You 
can see more about this journal in the linage of Robert Chapman b. 
1707 in Baltimore County, Maryland, (ROB707MD) whose son James is 
probably the original author of the journal.
Who was Robert C.’s first wife? The answer turned up in another 
diary by Alexander Sumpter. In his diary he stated “GrGr Mother 
Agnes Dillon (married Henry Sumpter) and children were John, Geo 
Wash, Polly(married Chapman), Henry, Sally (Married Adams)” (Page 
7).  “Great Aunt Polly Sumpter married Robert Chapman in Tennessee 
...Children ...Agnes, Nancy & James.” (Page 10).  Those were the 
names of Robert C.’s first three children. Robert C. had five children 
with Mary Polly Sumpter.  No record of their marriage has been found, 
though there is a record of the Sumpter family in Claiborne County, 
Tennessee. The first two children were born in Tennessee, probably 
Claiborne County.  Robert C.’s daughter, Nancy, recorded in the Edgar County, Illinois 1850 census that she was born in Franklin County, 
Indiana and there is evidence that Enoch, the youngest and last of 
Mary Polly’s children was born either in Claiborne County, TN or 
across the line in Knox County, Kentucky.  Knox County, Kentucky was 
much larger at the time. 
George Washington Sumpter, Mary Polly’s brother lived in Knox  
County, Kentucky at the time. There is no record to support this, but 
Mary Polly probably died shortly after this birth. She may have died on 
the difficult trip back north before reaching Harrison County, 
Kentucky. She had a married sister, Sarah, that lived in Harrison 
County. That also might explain how Robert C. met Margarett 
Cummins after Mary Polly died.  Margarett was the eldest of 13 
and taking responsibility a family of 5 children might have seemed like 
a natural obligation. 
Before I leave this subject I want to point out some common errors 
that are actually conflicting information from the other Robert  
Chapman family.
1.	Anna Martin married the other Robert Chapman, not Robert C. 
Chapman, in Washington County, Tennessee on 12 Oct 1807.
2. Robert & Mary Polly’s marriage date is unknown, but it was 
probably about 1806 or 7. It would be too much of a coincidence 
for it to be 12 Oct 1807 and it would have been in Claiborne County 
where her parents lived, not Washington Co. 
3. The other Robert was born 20 Jul 1781. It would have been 
highly unlikely that our Robert C. would have been born that same 
day either in 1781 or 1782.  In addition, there was no Nash in 
Wilkes County, nor was he born in Nash County. He was born in 
Wilkes Co, NC where his parents lived. 
4. Mary Polly, Robert C.’s first wife, had five children and 
Margarett, Robert C.’s second wife, had thirteen children, 
raising them all 18 to adulthood. 
5. Of Robert C.’s children, there was only one Isaac, no Martha, and 
no Hannah Boon.  Those were children the other Robert Chapman 
and Anna Martin family. 
6. None of the children were born in Washington Co, TN - that was the other Robert’s family. 
7. Eugene Bower in his book on the Joseph & Lydia Cummins 
family recorded that Robert’s father was Nicholas Chapman, the 
North Carolina Revolutionary War veteran. Nicholas was not Robert 
C.’s father. Nicholas had a son named Robert, but Gene’s contact 
had the information wrong. Nicholas’s son was too young and 
never left North Carolina.  Gene also had Robert’s first wife as 
Anna Martin, but at the time of his book many of us thought that 
was accurate, but it was not. 
8. DNA testing has provided further evidence that the two Roberts 
were not related nor was our Robert related to Nicholas Chapman  
as often listed. DNA testing has shown that the other Robert was 
related to Nicholas. 

