John Chapman's will:
To all who may see these presents
Greeting whereas I John Chapman of the county of Wilkes, being in reasonable health and of sound mind, do, in the presence of god and these living witnesses, publish and declare this to all whom it may concern as my last will and testament and that I do give ----- release unto my son Enoch Chapman and my daughter Letty Chapman all the tract of land on which I now live and own together with all its improvements and appurtenances as well as all other tracts or parcels of land which I may now own adjoining the above mentioned tract or elsewhere. I do furthermore will and bequeath to my said son and daughter, Enoch and Letty all the household and kitchen furniture, stock of horses, cattle, hogs, sheep and poultry as well as all other household goods and perishable property of which I may die in possession of, share and share alike. The conditions in the above mentioned will is that myself and my wife Leanna Chapman is to have our support out of the said land or its proceeds as well as all other property as long as we both, or either of us may live, but after the decease of the last survivor of myself or wife Leanna, then it shall be legal for my son Enoch and daughter Letty, if they may think it proper so to do, to proceed to divide all the said lands mentioned as this my last will and testament share and share alike so that the share of one shall be agreed in point of value to that of the other, or if they may think it best so to do, they may put it up either at public sales or private sales and sell it either for cash or credit or for trade and share the proceeds each share and share alike. that whereas I have given to all my other heirs and legal representatives what I conceive to be their fair share of my estate and worldly goods. That I do now give and bequeath unto each of my children Enoch and Letty excepted, the sum of one dollar each to be paid by my son Enoch and daughter, Letty, out of any funds they may have on hand or out of the proceeds of the sale of my personal property that may be left by myself or wife Leanna whichever of us two may be the last survivor of the two. It is furthermore provided that my son Enoch and daughter Letty shall have as full and ample contract of the possession and benefits of all the lands and other property mentioned in the will as this myself or wife Leanna __ out of existence
The above instrument has been duly signed and sealed in the presence of us witnesses:
William C. Emmit ____
Elisha Chapman signed with an X for John Chapman
Manley Brown
This article signed and sealed and delivered on the 1st day of September, 1834
Additional court records from Wilkes Co, NC. The Joseph referred to here is John:
State of North Carolina
Wilkes Co. On the 27th day of July (1843) one thousand eight hundred and forty three, personally appeared before me, Enoch Chapman, one of the siting Magistrates and a member of the court of Pleas and quarter sessions in and for the county and state aforesaid (It being a court of record) Leanna Chapman, a resident of the county of Wilkes and state aforesaid aged (82) eighty two years __ being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the provision made by the act of Congress papers July 4th, 1836 and the joint resolution of July 7th, 1838 granting pensions to certain widows.
That she is the widow of Joseph (Actually John) Chapman___ late Revolutionary Pensioner dec'd of the county of Wilkes & state aforesaid, who served as a private soldier in the North Carolina Militia in the war of the Revolution, and ____ a pension from the United States or several years previous to his death of ($60.) sixty dollars per year under the act of 1832.
She further declares that she was married to the aforesaid Joseph Chapman late pensioner dec'd in the County of Wilkes, NC on the 18th day of January (1799) seventeen hundred and seventy nine, that her husband, the aforesaid Joseph Chapman, died on the 18th day of November in the year of 1836 eighteen hundred & thirty-six and that she has remained a widow ever since that period as will more fully appear by references to the proof _____ _____.
She further declares that she is by reason of the age and bodily infirmity unable to go to court to make this declaration.
Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before
Signed Enoch Chapman, JP
signed with an X for Leanner Chapman


