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Chapman Family Association 
770 South Post Oak Lane, #435 

Houston, Texas 77056-1913 http://WWW.CHAPMANFAMILIES.ORG  

 

Membership: $30.00 annually - Subscription comes with active membership 

ISSN 1537-6664 

The Chapman Family Association is a Texas Corporation, which is exempt from federal income tax by the Internal 
Revenue Service as provided by Internal Revenue Code 501 (c7). The Association has no paid staff or 

employees and depends entirely on volunteer workers. All contents Copyright ©2018 by the Chapman Family 

Association unless copyrighted by individual contributors or reprinted from published work. 

 

Purpose of the Chapman Family Association, as stated in Article Four of the Articles of Incorporation; 

1.To collect, compile and edit historical and genealogical records of CHAPMAN family members; 2. To establish  

                 a central repository and retrieval system for the collection of CHAPMAN family historical and genealogical 

records; 3. To publish books, newsletters, magazines and periodicals to disseminate the collected Chapman 

family historical and genealogical information to members of the Association and interested members of the 

public; 4. To educate family members of the historical contributions of CHAPMANS to the development of the 

United States of America; 5.To provide social and fraternal association and fellowship to its members; 6. To 

establish an organization with perpetual life in order to continue and preserve the herein described purposes for 

successive generations; 7. For any and all other lawful purposes permitted by the Texas Non-Profit Corporation 

Act, which are not inconsistent with the purposes described herein. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR 

 

Hello, 

I hope all of you are doing well and surviving 

all this crazy winter weather.  

Start making your summer plans to attend the 

2018 CFA Convention taking place in Denver, 

CO this June 14-16. 

 

REMEMBER: 

We depend on our members, so we 

hope you feel inspired to keep contributing 

your photos, stories, tidbits and suggestions in 

the future to keep our CFA going strong. I can 

be reached via email at: 

chap814@gmail.com  

      and snail mail at: 

7518 Hollow Cove Ct, Cypress, TX 77433. 

Facebook me at: 

https://www.facebook.com/Happychappy1 

00

 

http://www.chapmanfamilies.org/
http://www.chapmanfamilies.org/
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     UPCOMING CONVENTIONS  

         Denver, Colorado 2018 
  

 
DO YOU CORRESPOND WITH A   

CHAPMAN RESEARCHER WHO IS  

NOT A MEMBER? PLEASE PASS  
ALONG THE APPLICATION  
LOCATED AT BACK OF ISSUE.  

  

WWW.CHAPMANFAMILIES.ORG  

CHECK THE CFA WEBSITE FOR MANY  

UPDATES AND ADDITIONS TO THE   

DATABASES INCLUDING PICTURES, 

THE LATEST CONVENTION INFO AND 

MUCH MORE!  

      

mailto:mchapmancfa@gmail.com
mailto:RAYCHAPMAN@RTMC.NET
http://www.chapmanfamilies.org/
http://www.chapmanfamilies.org/
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    PRESIDENTS LETTER 
 

Greetings to all. I hope this issue finds everyone well and successfully negotiating the 

remains of winter weather, wherever you may be.  I know here in Houston, where we rarely 

have any winter at all, we’ve had a long period of unseasonable cold; and I am very weary of 

it. I can only imagine how tired of winter those of you living in northern regions are.  

If you need something to take your mind off the weather, you might dwell a bit on how nice 

Colorado is in the late spring. Specifically, how lovely Denver, Colorado will be on June 14-

16. That, of course, is the weekend of the 2018 CFA Annual Meeting, hosted by John and 

Kathy Crouch. Our thanks go out to them for all their hard work. It promises to be a 

rewarding meeting, and I hope to see many of you there. 

I was recently involved in a conversation that brought to mind the joys and difficulties of 

genealogy, and made me once again appreciate all the hard work that you all have done. A 

former coworker and I were discussing her research into her family history. She was excited 

to share her latest discovery. In fact, she was downright bragging about her latest discovery. 

In short, while using an online genealogical site, she’d found someone else’s work who took 

her father’s family back to 16th century Saxony and Duke someone-or-another. She was so 

excited about being a scion of nobility that I thought she was going to demand fealty and 

make me her vassal.  

I hate to be a curmudgeon … wait, who am I kidding, I love to be a curmudgeon … and I 

asked her about the work she found online. As I suspected, she just accepted what she found, 

basically cutting and pasting this other person’s family tree onto hers, without any other 

verification.  As we know, and as has been brought up about a jillion times at CFA meetings, 

you can’t automatically trust random information you find online.  Bad research gets 

entrenched as it is shared, and plainly fake information is accepted uncritically. It’s a pattern 

we’ve seen all too often from the internet. So I suggested she needed to verify, verify, verify. 

Unsurprisingly, she was less than enthusiastic about my suggestion. She had information that 

she liked and she had me asking questions about that information. I could almost see the 

cognitive dissonance rolling through her brain. And I knew that Duke what’s-his-name will 

now be a permanent part of her ancestry in her mind. I hope the information is correct, and 

she really is descended from that guy. It made her so happy to think so. I’m still not going be 

her vassal, though. 

This conversation made me glad to be associated with the CFA, and with so many people 

who work hard to find the real information, and who are rightly skeptical when it is 

warranted. Once again, I find myself looking forward to June, when that expertise will be on 

display in Colorado. 

One final note about my talk with my friend: in an effort to try to not totally be a wet blanket 

on her excitement, I did mention that she could be proud that she is a descendant of 

Charlemagne. Since we all are. Or at least all of us with European heritage. If you aren’t 

familiar with what I’m talking about, I recommend the article “Charlemagne’s DNA and 

Our Universal Royalty” from National Geographic online, which I discovered recently. I’ll 
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put the link below. You, too, can be excited that you have nobility in your ancestry. I’m still 

not going to be your vassal, though. 

Peace, 

Mark Chapman 

 

https://phenomena.nationalgeographic.com/2013/05/07/charlemagnes-dna-and-our-

universal-royalty/ 
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Junk Genealogy – and some Pet Peeves 
                                                  By Ernie Chapman 

  

    Recently Dick Eastman re-posted an article he had first written in 1998 called “Are You A 

“Trash Genealogist”?” The theme of his message has to do with verification. If you would 

like to read his message it is printed at the end of my comments. If you would like to 

subscribe to Dick Eastman’s blog click on: https://app.feedblitz.com/f/?Sub=948986 or post 

it to your browser line. 

 

Dick’s writing often gets me to thinking, but this one hit me right on a sore subject. It is hard 

enough to get it right without getting a load of miss information every time I open my 

browser. Dick first wrote his article when most of us were just getting to know the internet. 

It was a wondrous thing and meant that we might do a lot of our research right in our home 

office instead of miles away in a dusty courthouse basement or in a library. It has never 

replaced those sources of primary information for most of us, but for many it may have 

seemed like everything can be found on-line. Still the popularity of genealogy has exploded 

and much of it is being done on internet sites like FamilySearch, Ancestry, RootsWeb, or 

MyHeritage There is nothing wrong with that as long as the search goes the extra mile and 

verifies results. Read Dick Eastman’s article below. I have some other pet peeves to gripe 

about.  

 

Geography: Not long ago I was reading a family tree and noted that the person was born in 

Kansas in 1757. Whoa there. Dan Boone had not yet crossed the Cumberland. Lewis & 

Clark were nearly 50 years in the future. That is embarrassing. Kansas was far in the future. 

That is an extreme example. I often see one of my ancestral aunts listed as having been born 

in Delaware when her siblings were born in Kentucky. It wasn’t true and common sense 

suggests it should have been questioned.  

While I am on the subject of geography what happened to the practice of adding the word 

Township (or twp) and County (Co) after the appropriate names. I often see Champaign, 

Illinois. There is a Champaign and a Champaign County. Which is it?  At least Champaign 

is in Champaign County. Vermilion, Illinois, on the other hand is in Edgar Co while 

Vermilion is the county north of Edgar. Fountain City, Fountain County, Indiana does not 

exist. There is a Fountain City, but it is Wayne County across the state. I often see Iowa 

City, Wright County, Iowa. Iowa City is in Johnson Co. The location in Wright Co is Iowa 

Twp. I realize it takes time to verify these things but to be accurate - follow the three rules 

verify, verify, verify and use the terms Twp & Co. Wikipedia is a great tool for checking 

these simple facts. I keep it open on my browser nearly all the time.   

While on the subject of geography I see it all too common that a date will be give such as 

1756 with a location as Massachusetts, United States. There was not United States in 1756. 

That would have been the Massachusetts Bay Colony or Plymouth Colony, etc. I simply use 

the word Colony after each of the 13 colonies. I also use CSA after southern states during 

the civil war if for no other reason than it reminds me that the person was born or died in the 

confederacy during that troubled time. I also do not use West Virginia as a location until 

https://app.feedblitz.com/f/?Sub=948986
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1861 when it was separated from Virginia. I will add (WV) at the end of Virginia if I know 

the county was in that part of the state.  

 

Burial places: Some searchers have gotten in the habit of using the space for death 

information as the cemetery. The result is lost information as to where the person actually 

died. Few died in the cemetery so most genealogy programs provide a space for both. In 

some cases the person dies somewhere other than their home. Why not add a residence line 

with a date before the death with the residence location. That is often on the SSDI file or 

obituary.  

 

Posted Family Trees: Ancestry, MyHeritage and the rest provide an easy path to a family 

tree of your own to hear their advertising. No matter what they call them - hints, Smart 

Matches or whatever, they must be verified. I find they save me a lot of typing, but I don’t 

use them unless they have many sources or are from close relatives. In either case I go 

through the steps of verification. It is time consuming and takes a lot of work, but to do less 

perpetuates errors. Then if it seems questionable I re-check everything. 

 

I don’t claim to have a perfect genealogy tree. There are plenty of mistakes and I spend a lot 

of time trying to find and correct them. I often get notes from people who have found some 

of my mistakes - some are steamy.  I am glad to get them so I can make the corrections of 

my mistakes or defend a position differing from someone else’s idea. Either way I can make 

the best of it and make a genealogy friend at the same time. 

 

 

Here is Dick Eastman’s article: 

 

Footnote: Dick Eastman’s copyrighted article “Are You A “Trash Genealogist”?”   is 

covered by https://blog.eogn.com/copyrights-and-other-legal-things/    

 

Original article: 

Are You A “Trash Genealogist”?  blog.eogn.com/2017/12/13/are-you-a-trash-genealogist/ 

Dick Eastman 

 

NOTE: I originally published this article in this newsletter in 1998. Yet it is still a problem 

today. It surfaced again in an email message I received today from a newsletter reader. I 

receive similar messages most every week from concerned genealogists who don’t like to 

see online “fairy tales” in user-contributed information that is published in genealogy web 

sites. I expect to re-publish this article every year or two until the problem is solved. (I don’t 

expect it to be solved during my lifetime, however.) 

While I am ranting and raving about genealogy home pages, I’ll describe another “problem.” 

This problem has existed for hundreds of years on paper. In more recent years the problem 

has spread to the International Genealogical Index, the Ancestral File and, more recently, to 

many CD-ROM disks containing collections of family trees submitted by some company’s 
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customers. However, the recent proliferation of personal web pages has magnified the issue 

still further. 

I can go to almost any Internet search engine today and within a very few minutes find 

hundreds of “genealogy fairy tales” online. I can find claims of births in Massachusetts or 

Virginia in the 1500s or in Utah in the 1700s. Time and time again, I see claims that a girl 

gave birth at the age of three or perhaps at the age of seventy-three. Twelve-year-old fathers 

also are common in online genealogy home pages. Doesn’t anyone ever check this stuff? 

 

Please use the “sanity checks” built into the better genealogy programs! The exact name of 

this feature may vary from one program to another, but all the better genealogy programs 

have the capability to find suspicious data within a database. These built-in quality checks 

will quickly identify questionable data, such as very young girls or elderly women giving 

birth. If your program identifies such data, examine the evidence closely. Do you really 

believe it? And do you really want to put that information on the World Wide Web or on 

some genealogy CD-ROM with your name listed as the person who supplied this 

questionable data? 

If you place genealogy fairy tales on the Web or elsewhere, are you labeling yourself as a 

“trash genealogist?” Please remember the three most important words in genealogy: “verify, 

verify, verify…” 

Final Comment from 2017: These so-called “sanity checks” were already built into the better 

genealogy programs in 1998. Yet it is obvious that many so-called genealogists are not using 

the software tools they already have! Before you upload your family tree information to any 

web site, please run a “sanity check” on your information! Then correct the problems 

BEFORE uploading. 

 

If you place genealogy fairy tales on the Web or elsewhere, are you labeling yourself as a 

“trash genealogist?” Please remember the three most important words in genealogy: “verify, 

verify, verify…” 

Final Comment from 2017: These so-called “sanity checks” were already built into the better 

genealogy programs in 1998. Yet it is obvious that many so-called genealogists are not using 

the software tools they already have! Before you upload your family tree information to any 

web site, please run a “sanity check” on your information! Then correct the problems 

BEFORE uploading. 

                                                                                                  -submitted by Ernie Chapman 
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      Facebook Accounts after Death- What to Do? 

 
In today’s culture, individuals of all ages typically have some sort of social media account. 

When a loved one passes away, their virtual footprint remains. You may have mixed emotions 

about what to do regarding these accounts. The good news is there are various options you and 

other family members can consider when deciding how to best honor your loved one’s digital 

presence. 

      
 

Option 1: Memorialization 
Some major social media platforms have memorialization options for after loss. Accounts can 

be “memorialized” on Facebook, which prevents the account from showing up under “People 

You May Know” or triggering birthday announcements. However, keep in mind that Facebook 

will not provide log in information, even under these circumstances. Once the account is 

memorialized, it will not be able to be altered unless your loved one chose a Facebook user as a 

“legacy contact.” A legacy contact has the ability to approve new friend requests, change 

profile/cover photos, monitor any posts or shared content on the profile’s timeline, and write a 

pinned post on behalf of the user. Although the legacy contact can make specific changes to the 

account, they do not have complete access to it. The legacy contact cannot edit/delete any 

content written or shared before the individual’s passing nor can they read any personal 

messages. Memorializing an account can help bring comfort to grieving friends and family. 

They may feel as if they can stay “connected” with their loved one by being able to post 

thoughts, memories, or photos to their wall. 

 

Here are some of the key features of memorialized accounts: 

• No one can log into a memorialized account and no new friends can be accepted 

• Depending on the privacy settings of the deceased person’s account, friends can share 

memories on the memorialized timeline 

• Anyone can send private messages to the deceased person 

• Content the deceased person shared (ex: photos, posts) remains on Facebook and is visible to 

the audience it was shared with 

• Memorialized timelines don’t appear in People You May Know and other suggestions 

 

https://www.facebook.com/help/1506822589577997/
https://www.facebook.com/help/1568013990080948?helpref=faq_content
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-petrow/facebook-death_b_1211615.html
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Follow the 5 steps below:  

1. Link to the timeline of the person you submit the request for; 

2. Insert the email address of the account you submit the request for; 

3. Indicate your relationship status with that person; 

4. Insert a link to a public/private commemoration of the deceased person (i.e. obituary or 

news). Please consider to NOT upload videos or pictures; 

5. Click on memorialize account. 

 

     
 

 

Option 2: Removing the account of a deceased person 
Verified immediate family members may request the removal of a loved one’s account from 

Facebook by clicking here.  

                         
 

https://www.facebook.com/help/www/265593773453448
https://ecrimeexpertblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/9.jpg
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In order to complete this process, follow the 9 steps below: 

1. Introduce your full name; 

2. Introduce the full name of the deceased person; 

3. Introduce the email account (linked to their Facebook account) of the deceased person; 

4. Introduce the web address of their timeline like this: https://www.facebook.com/john.doe  

! Replace the john.doe example with the name of your deceased friend. 

5. Indicate your relationship to that person; 

6. Click on the “Please remove the account” field. 

7. Indicate the year when that person passed away; 

8. Make proof of your relationship with the deceased by uploading a death certificate or similar; 

9. Last step: click “Send” 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/john.doe
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Option 3: Let it Be 
During your grieving season it may be hard to determine what action you would like to take 

towards your loved one’s social media accounts. Or perhaps the effort it takes to memorialize or 

delete an account seems too strenuous. In either case, choosing to leave social media accounts 

alone is also an acceptable option. Some considerations to keep in mind if you choose to leave 

the account alone is that all content will remain public, friends will still receive birthday 

notifications, and they will still show up in online searches or “People You May Know” 

sections. You may find serenity knowing the account remains untouched since your loved one 

last logged in. 

 

Plan Ahead 
How would you like your social media assets handled? It is 

beneficial to start thinking about this question now in order to help 

your family save time and respect your digital private property. 
However you chose to store your personal information, it is 
essential to communicate with relatives on how to best honor 
your digital wishes. Leaving families in the dark can create a 
predicament amongst loved ones. Consider setting your own 
legacy contact on Facebook and writing down usernames and 

passwords to your social media accounts and placing them in a safe place where your 
next of kin can find it. This can decrease the time of a potentially tedious and stressful 
process for family members during their time of grief. 

 

-document storage | by team-passare, October 17th, 2016 

-Dan Manolescu E-crime Expert Blog 

                                                                                                                 -Submitted by Shelley Chapman 

 
         

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/help/1070665206293088?helpref=faq_content
http://blog.passare.com/category/documents-2/
http://blog.passare.com/author/team-passare
https://ecrimeexpertblog.wordpress.com/author/ecrimeexpertblog/
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Queries 
Hello  

I was doing some family research and I was given some information that lead me to your web 

site. A little information about what I am doing/looking for. My great grandfather was Charles 

Quint Smith his parents was Dr William Edward Smith and Cora C Chapman or Chatman. I 

was told that her full name was Cornelia Clyde "Cora" Chapman daughter of Thomas and 

Elizabeth McDonald Chapman. He is the son William and Margaret Chapman and he is the son 

of James and Elizabeth Chapman. 

 Now I am a member of the Sons of the American Revolution and I was looking at some people 

that fought in the Revolutionary War  and there is a James Chapman born  1749 died 1782 and I 

looked on ancestry.com and found that someone's family tree list this James Chapman born 

1749 died 1783. Do you know if this is the same James Chapman? If so I would like you use 

him as a patriot ancestor. I would need to find proof of linage and was hoping your site could 

assist with finding the proof of linage but any help would be nice even if its just confirming that 

Cora C Chapman is the daughter of Thomas  

Thank You 

William A Suggs   

wasuggs@hotmail.com 

     

      

http://ancestry.com/
mailto:wasuggs@hotmail.com
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Chapman Family History; From Our Earliest Documented Roots in Halifax County, VA 

1745. 3rd edition, 2004. 209p FH057 

Chapman, Jacob. A Genealogy, Edward Chapman of Ipswich, Mass., 1642-1678 and His 

Descendants. Micro-reproduction of original published Concord NH, Republican Press, 

1893. vii, 139p 2 leaves of plates, portraits, indexes. FH016 

Chapman, Jesse Pugh. Giles Chapman of Bridlington and His Descendants. Asheville, NC. 

Author c1976. 715p, 29cam, hardcover, indexed. FH020 

Chapman, Paul.  The Man Who Led Columbua to America. Judson Press. c1973. 202 p. 

illus. 24 cm. Bibliography: p. 196-197. 

Chapman, R.D. A Georgia Soldier in the Civil War: 1861-1865. The original book was 

written by Robert Duncan Chapman and published in 1922, 99p. FH003 

Chapman, Rev. F.W. The Chapman Family or The Descendants of Robert Chapman, One of 

the First Settlers of Saybrook, Connecticut., With Genealogical Notes of William Chapman, 

Who Settled in New London, Connecticut; Edward Chapman, Who Settled at Windsor, 

Connecticut; John Chapman, of Stonington, Connecticut; and Rev. 

Benjamin Chapman, of Southington, Connecticut. Case, Tiffany and Co., 1854, reprint 

Higginson Book Company. 413p, illus, coat of arms, hardcover, indexed. FHL US/CAN 

Film896749 Item 2 FH017 

Chapman, Sigsmunda Mary Frances. A History of Chapman and Alexander Families. The 

Dietz Printing Company, Richmond, Virginia, 1946. Reprint Higginson Book Company. 

(softbound) 305p FHL US/CAN Film1321120 Item 2 FH053 

Chapman, Thomas C., Compiler. The Chapman Trail. Peter E. Randall Publisher, 

Portsmouth, NH, c1985 FHL US/CAN Fiche6049347 FH045 

Chapman, Wendy H. and Carolyn Flynn. Indigo Children: Complete Idiot’s Guide with an 

enlightened approach to nurturing an Indigo child. Alpha Publishers, 2007. 310p, softbound. 

Chipman, Alberto Lee. Chipmans of America. Ye Chipman Printery, Publishers, Poland, 

Maine, 1904. Reprint Higginson Book Company (softbound) 232p FHL US/CAN 

Film1321118 Item 10 FH056 
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Clark, Letha (Channell) with Nevalene (Baker) Wood, editor. The Washita Farm also known 

as The Chapman Farm. Johnston County Historical & Genealogy Society, P.O. Box 804, 

Tishomingo, Oklahoma 73460. 156p OK001 

Coker, Caleb, Editor. The News From Brownsville: Helen Chapman's Letters from the 

Texas Military Frontier, 1848-1852. Published for the Barker Texas History Center by the 

Texas State Historical Association No. 2 in the Barker Texas History Center Series c1992. 

FH041 

Culbertson, Sidney Methoiot, Compiler. The Hunter family of Virginia and Connections. 

Denver, Colorado, 1934. Reprint Higginson Book Company (softbound) 22p. FHL US/CAN 

Fiche 6060548 FH055 

Edmonds, Elsie Chapman. John Chapman of Spotsylvania County, Virginia. Thomas Powe 

of Cheraw, South Carolina, and related families. Self-published?, MS 421p illus hardcover 

indexed. FH018 

Eller, Sylvia Klope Then Are the Children Free. Vantage Press, New York, c2007, 

softcover. FIC002 

Ferris, Mary Walton, Compiler. Dawes-Gates Ancestral Lines: A Memorial Volume 

Containing the American Ancestry of Mary Beman (Gates) Dawes, Volume II Gates and 

Allied Families. Privately printed 1931. FH028 Includes what author gathered on Edward of 

Windsor and Robert of Saybrook. FHL US/CAN Film1035529 Item 2 FH047 

Gerard, Charles B. Descendants of Ralph Chapman. F. M. Ruttenber & Son, Neyburgh, NY, 

1876. Reprint Higginson Book Company, n.d. (softbound) 80p FHL 

US/CAN Film896940 Item 5 FH054 

Gibbs, Mildred Chapman. From Culpeper County to the Teays Valley: The Story of the John 

and Jane Donaho Chapman family and Those Related by Marriage. Author, revised 1978. 

FH043 

Hudson, Mrs. Lillian Chapman. Genealogical Notes Of The Descendants Of Edward 

Chapman Title Page, Introduction, Preface, Genealogy and Indexes. FH011 

Littell, Judge Noble K., Compiler. The Chapman Family. computer printed, Sebring, 

Florida, August, 1996. 81p Index. FH009 

Littell, Judge Noble K., Compiler. Littell Families History & Genealogy, Volume 1 & 2. 

Published by Genealogy Publishing Service for Littell Families of America, Inc., c1994. 

Available from the Author. FHL US/CAN Film1425089 Item 1 Vol. 2 FHL US/CAN 

Film1425089 Item 2 FH042 

Littell, Judge Noble K., Compiler. Some Ancestors & Descendants of John Chapman (1729- 

ca1780); a working draft. Index. Author, 2001 FH046 

McCarley, Maryanne DeWeese. Journey Into Yesterday (A Family History). Copy of 

original book. FH051 

Martinazzi, Toni. Albert Rice Chapman:1866-1948, And His Descendants. Author, c1993. 

307p, index. FHL US/CAN Film1698001 Item 3 FH044 

Morgan, Robert - - Lions of the West: Heroes and Villains of the Westward Expansion. A 

Shannon Ravenel Book; Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, c2011. 497p FH020 

Saunders, Dorothy Chapman. Robert Chapman - David Thomson allied family lines : 93 

allied family lines from Robert Chapman, Sr., Saybrook, Conn., 1635, and David Thomson, 
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Portsmouth, N.H., 1623. Spine title: Ancestral lines of Robert Chapman and David 

Thomson,Vero Beach, Florida : D.C. Saunders Co., c1983 (Stuart, Florida : Southeastern 

printing) 333 p. FH078 

Shapley, Mrs. Margaret W., Compiler. The Family and Descendants of Roswell Deloss 

Shapley. August, 1968, 20p. FHL US/CAN Film1750784 Item 12 FH010 

Shapley, Mrs. Margaret W., Compiler. The Family and Descendants of Rufus Wilson Parks. 

Author, 1968. FHL US/CAN Film1697425 Item 12 FH021 

Sonfield, Robert L. Jr, comp. Chapman Census. Georgia 1850. Intro, author, 1994, 119p, 

index. GA007 

Sonfield, Robert L. Jr, comp. Chapman Census. Georgia 1880. Intro, author, 1994, 235p, 

alpha. GA006 

Thompson Katharine Foster, Editor. Chapter and Verse: The Annotated Diaries of Asa 

Lansford Foster (1798-1868). Author, c1992 FH040 

FICTION Chapman, Beau. The Commencement: A Story For All Seasons”, c2006. FIC001 

Chapman, Dean. Looking Ahead While Falling Behind, Moments of Laughter and 

Reflection. Pleasant Hill Press, Lafayette, California, c2000. FIC003 

Chapman, Dean. Where Was I when Time Went By? Pleasant Hill Press, Lafayette, 

California, c1998. FIC004 

Chapman, Dean. The Dog Ate My “Things To Do” List. Pleasant Hill Press, Lafayette, 

California, c2004. FIC005 

Then Are the Children Free. Vantage Press, New York, c2007. FIC002 

 

To request a book from the CFA Library contact Dian Gustafson at chappie@1extreme.net 

 

     
  

mailto:chappie@1extreme.net
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Human Interest 

 

Chapman's Peak is the name of a mountain on the south-western tip of South Africa. 

The western flank of the mountain falls sharply for hundreds of metres into the Atlantic 

Ocean, and a spectacular road, known as Chapman's Peak Drive, hugs the near-vertical face 

of the mountain, linking Hout Bay to Noordhoek. 

Chapman’s Peak Drive is considered one of the most spectaculars marine drives in the 

world. With a twisting 9km drive, it has 114 curves and gives you spectacular 180° views of 

the Atlantic coastline.  

Chapman’s Peak Drive is affectionately 

known as “Chappies” and is a must for anyone 

who is passionate about the majestic Cape 

Town scenery, with sheer drops to the sea 

below and towering mountains rising above 

you. The twists and curves in the road seem 

endless and it is a photographers dream. It is a 

paradise for motorists, sightseers, picnickers, 

runners, hikers and bikers (both the motorized 

and the manual varieties).  

Chapman’s Peak was named after John Chapman, the Captain’s mate of an English ship, the 

Consent. The peak which looms overhead was not named after a governor or brave 

mountaineer, but a lowly ship's pilot. In 1607 the skipper of the British ship Contest found his 

vessel becalmed in what is now Hout Bay and sent his pilot, John Chapman, to row ashore in 

the hope of finding provisions. The pilot later recorded the bay as Chapman's Chaunce (chance) 

and the name stuck, becoming official on all East India charts. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
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Sir Nicolas Fredrick de Waal, first administrator of the Cape Province, first ordered the 

construction of a high-level road linking Cape Town with the Southern Suburbs. The 

roadway (De Waal Drive) was extremely well received. After this success he called for 

another road linking Hout Bay to Noordhoek. Two possible routes were under consideration 

in 1910. The route over the low nek between the Chapman’s and Noordhoek Peaks was 

second to the more spectacular route along the vertical sea cliffs. 

In 1914 preliminary surveys on the road got under way. Surveying the route was a scary 

business. The cliffs and ravines were steep, rotten and unstable, and at times the surveying 

party was on all fours as they investigated the 

perpendicular terrain. The route over the nek appeared to 

be no better; and the project appeared to be expensive 

and a ‘mission impossible’. De Waal however, would not 

take no for an answer and eventually he ordered the ‘go 

ahead’ for along the cliffs which appeared, at the time to be the better option. 

The road was cleverly planned with the road surface based on the solid and conveniently 

located 630 million year old Cape Granite contour, while the many roadside cuttings would 

be carved out of the more workable Malmesbury series sediments. 

In 1915, with the use of convict labour supplied by the newly formed Union Government, 

construction began from the Hout Bay end, and in the following year work began from 

Noordhoek. The first portion of the road to the Lookout was opened in 1919. 

This spectacular roadway took seven years to 

complete, at a cost of ₤20 000. The Hout Bay - 

NoordHoek Road ‘hewn out of the stone face of 

Sheer Mountain’ was opened to traffic on Saturday 

6 May 1922 by the Governor of the Union of South 

Africa, His Royal Highness Prince Arthur of 

Connaught. 

In 1962 a section of the road was widened, and in 

1977 a portion of road was washed away, and 

subsequently the road was closed on 14 May, after a large section was washed away and the 

damaged section was replaced by a bridge at a cost of R150 000. 

Road Closure in 2000 

In 1994, Noel Graham was injured and partly paralysed in a landslide incident on 

Chapman’s Peak Drive, which resulted in a court case against the Cape Metropolitan 

Council who was the road management agent at the time of the incident. In February 1999 a 

High Court judgement was given against CMC for negligence in management of the road. 
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The matter was appealed by the CMC but the Supreme Court dismissed the appeal in 

November 2000, thus reaffirming the Cape High Court’s decision, and CMC was ordered to 

pay all claims and costs. 

Amidst increasing concern for public safety and legal liability, the South Peninsula 

Municipality (SPM) – the new road management agent appointed in 1997; established a sub-

committee of officials from the local, metropolitan and provincial authorities to guide the 

management of Chapman’s Peak Drive, who instigated high visibility rockfall warning signs 

to be erected on Chapman’s Peak Drive during 1999. The sub-committee also adopted a 

specific Chapman’s Peak Drive closure policy which inter alia stipulated that the road had to 

be closed to traffic in rainy weather (very light drizzle excluded) and remain closed for a 

number of hours after cessation of any rainfall and until deemed safe by SPM’s road 

management staff. This closure policy/procedure was implemented by SPM’s road 

management staff with lockable booms put in place to prevent unauthorised entry. 

On 29 December 1999 however, a falling rock caused the unfortunate death of a Noordhoek 

resident. In early January 2000, Ms Lara Callige was killed, and a passenger in the same car 

seriously injured in a rockfall incident on Chapman’s Peak Drive in good weather conditions 

when the rockfall risk on the road was not considered to be high. This was of serious 

concern to the local and provincial authorities alike and emergency meetings to discuss 

closure of Chapman’s Peak Drive were held between the relevant political bodies. Before a 

decision could be taken on the matter, and still in January 2000, the worst mountain fires in 

many decades raged in the Cape Peninsula, including in the mountains above Chapman’s 

Peak Drive, causing numerous rockfalls onto the road and effectively rendering the road 

impassable. 

      2003 - Present 

After intensive design and reconstruction Chapman’s Peak Drive was re-opened to traffic as 

a toll road on 20 December 2003. The opening was a welcome return for the drive as an 

“international tourist destination” complementing other tourist destinations in the Western 

Cape. Local businesses also welcomed the re-opening. 

The new rock fall measures were however put to the test, and during July and August of 

2004, three rainfall incidents occurred of extremely high intensity. A total of 396mm was 

recorded in the 2 months, compared to the mean annual precipitation for the area of 740mm! 

Shortly thereafter several debris slides and rockfall incidents occurred, resulting in damage 

to the catch fences and Chapman’s Peak Drive was closed for 55 days to clear the debris and 

replace the 4 catch fences. 

The much loved road was back in the news when Chapman’s Peak Drive was once again 

declared unsafe for road users in June 2008 and the drive was closed for major upgrades and 
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repairs. The construction work took over a year and was eventually re-opened on the 9th 

October 2009. Chapman’s Peak Drive has remained open since then, albeit with temporary 

closures for routine maintenance and during dangerous weather conditions. 

The Chapman’s Peak drive website 

(https://www.chapmanspeakdrive.co.za/) can be 

consulted to see if road is currently open or closed. 

*Show Chapmans Peak some love by visiting their 

facebook page and giving them a Like at:  

https://www.facebook.com/ChapmansPeakDrive 

 

 

Reference 

  Jump up ^ "History of Chapman's Peak Drive". chapmanspeakdrive.co.za. Retrieved 4 June 2016. 
  "The BTA Chapman's Peak Fund". Retrieved 28 July 2017. 

 

External links 
  Chapman's Peak Drive Website 
  Wikipedia                          -Submitted by Kathy Konek 

 
 

 

Father of the Christmas Bird Count 

 

Frank Chapman was born on June 1, 1864 in West Englewood, New Jersey.  He attended 

Englewood Academy and joined the staff of the American Museum of Natural History when he 

was 24 years old. After thirteen years he was made the associate Curator of Mammals and Birds 

in 1901, and then Curator of Birds in 1908 until 1942 where he developed the habitat and 

seasonal bird exhibits. 

 

Chapman was a self-taught ornithologist and came up with the original idea for the Audubon 

Christmas Bird Count. He wrote many ornithological books and was awarded the Daniel Giraud 

Elliot Medal from the National Academy of Sciences in 1917. 

 

Chapman passed on November 15, 1945 at the age of 81, in New York City. He is interred at 

Brookside Cemetery. 

 

Source: Wikipedia.org and Britannica.com 

                                                                                                         -Submitted by Kathy Konek 

 

https://www.chapmanspeakdrive.co.za/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapman's_Peak#cite_ref-history_1-0
http://www.chapmanspeakdrive.co.za/the-drive/history.html
http://www.candor.com/chapmanspeak/
http://www.chapmanspeakdrive.co.za/
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Mary Chapman was born in Salisbury CT on 

September 18, 1835. She is a 

direct descendant of Robert Chapman of Saybrooke, CT 

b. 1616 one of the original settlers of Saybrooke CT. 

She married William H. Orr of Pine Plains, NY in 

Sheffield, MA or Sheffield, CT on January 1, 1856. 

Shortly thereafter, Mary and William, together with her 

parents Reuben Chapman and Polly Merrifield 

(Merryfield), moved to Dundee, MI where they became 

farmers. 

Mary and William H. had 4 children, George (b. 1856), 

Alice (b. 1858) 

Marietta (b. 1860) and William Walter Orr (b. 1863). 

William H. mustered in to the 15th Michigan Infantry in 

Oct 1862.  He died on Aug. 9, 1864 in Marietta, GA 

after sustaining a gunshot wound 

to the left knee in the Battle of Ezra Church during the 

Battle of Atlanta.  I have copies of letters between Mary 

and William during the period between when he was 

shot (July 7) and when he died. The letters are copies 

and a little difficult to read but I'm happy to share the last 2 letters. I also have a copy of a letter 

from the chaplain who attended to William during his final days to Mary. 

 

Mary was left a widow with 4 small children.  In 1867, she married Dwight Waite and had 2 

more daughters with hum (Bertha and Ida).  Mary divorced Dwight in 1872 (I don't think this 

was at all common back then so Dwight must have a real piece of work).  Mary then married 

Daniel Ostrander in 1874 and had 3 more children, Gertrude Ruth, Lillian Dora and a son 

Howard who died in infancy or was stillborn. 

 

Mary died in 1935, just 5 months shy of her 100th birthday.  She was something of a celebrity 

in Dundee, MI because of her advanced age. She was known as the "Grand Old Lady of Dundee 

(Michigan)" 

When Mary was 95 (circa 1930) she took an airplane ride with her son William W. during a trip 

to Wallington CT.  While there, she caught the attention of Professor Irving Fisher of Yale 

University and they corresponded regarding her ideas regarding longevity for a book he was 

writing (I've not been able to find a book by Irving but he was a professor at Yale and his papers 

are in Yale's archives). 

 

When she was 98, she was the grand marshal of a homecoming parade in 

Dundee, MI because she was the oldest living person there.  She died 

in her home (we are told while sitting in her backyard) in Dundee in April 1935. 
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Chapman Marriage in Massachusettes 

 
                                          

                     -submitted by Kathy Konek 
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Chapmans in the Military 
 

 

                         
Lt Carleton G. Chapman 
Library of Congress Collection, 11-9-10 

 

Col. Carleton G. Chapman was born on June 4, 1886 and died at his home in Fitzgerald, Ga. 

November 11, 1971. He was taught to fly by  

Frank Lahm 

 and soloed April 30, 1913. He was given 

FAI Certificate No. 241 

Lt Carleton G. Chapman 
 

Library of Congress Collection, 11-9-10 

From the website:  

http://www.earlyaviators.com/echapman.htm 

 
 

Lt Carleton G. Chapman 

Preparing for a scouting expedition at Casas 

Grandes, Mexico 

Mexican-U.S. campaign after Villa, 1916  

Library of Congress Collection, 11-9-10 
 

From the website:  

http://www.earlyaviators.com/echapman.htm 
 

                                          -submitted by Kathy Konek 
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Victor E Chapman (April 17, 1890 – June 24, 1916) was a 

French-American pilot remembered for his exploits during World 

War I. He was the first American pilot to die in the war. 
Chapman was born in New York City to essayist John Jay Chapman and 
Minna Timmins (who died in 1898). He and his father moved to France 
soon after. In France, Chapman obtained dual-citizen status as a French 
and US citizen. 

When World War I broke out, Chapman, joined the French Foreign Legion on August 30, 1914, and 
served in the 3rd March regiment of the Legion 

Chapman flew many missions for the 1st Aviation Group and was commissioned a sergeant. He 

was chosen as one of the founding members of N.124, the Escadrille Americaine, also known as 

the Lafayette Escadrille.  

On June 17, 1916, he was flying over the Verdun sector when he was attacked by four German 

airplanes. During the engagement, Chapman suffered a head wound, most likely from an attack 

by then four-victory German flier Walter Höhndorf. Chapman landed his airplane safely, with 

Höhndorf getting his fifth victory as a result. While recovering Chapman found out that his 

friend, Clyde Balsley had been wounded in a separate incident. Prior to his last flight Chapman 

loaded oranges onto his aircraft, intending to take these to Balsley who was in hospital 

recuperating from his wounds. Chapman was attacked north of Douaumont by German flying 

ace Leutnant Kurt Wintgens, a close friend of Höhndorf. With Wintgens flying a Halberstadt 

D.II that day against Chapman's Nieuport 16, Wintgens soon gained the upper hand. 

Chapman earned many medals and commendations during his military career. Chapman was 

interested in the arts and in writing. He often found inspiration to write while he was in the 

middle of battles, and many of the letters he sent to his father were written in these 

circumstances. A book of these letters, called Letters from France, was published after his 

death. In his memory, the composer Charles Martin Loeffler, a friend of Chapman's father, 

composed his quartet Music for Four Stringed Instruments. He was buried at the Meuse-

Argonne American Cemetery and Memorial in France and a cenotaph in his honor was erected 

in St. Matthew's Episcopal Churchyard, Bedford, New York. 
 

The contents of this page are sourced from a Wikipedia article written by their contributors. The contents are 

available under the CC BY-SA 4.0 license.  

                                                                                                     -submitted by Kathy Konek 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Chapman
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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Mr. Norman M. Chapman was well known in Tasmania. He was a son of the late Mr. J.R. 

Chapman, who formerly managed the Hobart branch of the Bank of New South Wales. He was 

about 31 years of age, and married a Miss McCormick. of Melbourne, whose father is chairman 

of the Victorian Main Roads Board. He leaves a wife and two young sons. Born at Albury. New 

South Wales, he was educated at the Hutchins school, Hobart. He went to sea at 

the early age of 14 years, being apprenticed to the merchant service, and completed his 

apprenticeship with the Union Steamship Co. He served during the Great War. and on one 

occasion was aboard a ship which was torpedoed by an enemy submarine. After the war he was 

on ships of the Australian Commonwealth line, and was an officer on the freighter Fordsdale. 

He obtained a deep-sea master's certificate, and his knowledge of navigation 

afterwards assisted him as an aviator. Mr. Chapman showed a remarkable aptitude for flying, 

and secured a commercial pilot's certificate in a very short time, afterwards flying a machine for 

his brother, the late Mr. Geoffrey Chapman, in Victoria. Mr. Geoffrey Chapman was killed at 

Essendon (Vic.) in 1926. when a Curtis Jenny machine, piloted by Mr. Norman Chapman, 

crashed. Mr. Norman Chapman under took civil aviation work for one of the major 

oil companies, and subsequently purchased a machine of his own. Which is used for making 

passenger flights in Victoria and Tasmania. 

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA) 

Fri 5 Oct 1934 

Page 25 

                                                                                                     -Submitted by Kathy Konek 
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In Memorium 
 Mary Cross (Chapman) Woodley died on Jan. 17, 2018 in 

Brenham, Texas. She was born Nov. 28, 1924, in Hempstead, 

Texas, to W.W. "Bug" Chapman and Maggie Pearl Feagin 

Chapman. She grew up in Hempstead, where she attended public 

schools, was a High School twirler and graduated from Hempstead 

High School in 1941. 

On March 14, 1943, she married Ronald Winston Woodley in 

Cochran, Texas, and resided in the Raccoon Bend community until 

2011. Besides being a homemaker all of her married life, Mary 

Cross also groomed dogs for several years, and was an active 

member and performer with the Austin County Mounted Dance 

Team during the 1950's, performing with the Austin County 

Mounted Dance Team during the 1950's, performing at fairs and 

rodeos throughout the state. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Winston Woodley, sister Izora Chapman, 

brothers Jack, Warren and Lawrence Chapman, and daughter-in-law Kay Woodley. 

Survivors include her sister-in-laws Corene Chapman and Vernice Woodley, son Dr. James 

Woodley, daughter Kathy Walters and husband Jim, grandchildren Val Walters, Brenda Krchnak 

and husband Randle, Don Walters and wife Patricia, Ross Woodley and wife Christina, Susan 

Adams and husband Reed, Twelve great-grandchildren, four great-great-grandchildren, and 

several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral Services under the direction of Knesek Funeral Chapel Bellville, Texas, 842 East Main 

St., Bellville, Texas 77418, www.knesekfuneralhome.com     

The Sealy News http://www.sealynews.com/ 

                                                                                     -Submitted by Paige (Chapman) Krekeler 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                          

                                    

 

http://www.knesekfuneralhome.com/
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         CFA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM   

                                                              
  

Please complete this form and send it with your check, payable to the Chapman Family Association to:   

                           Kathy Crouch, Treasurer, PO Box 472665, Aurora, CO 80047-2665  

  

If you have any questions about your membership, please email Billie J. Chapman at billiej2@sbcglobal.net or call 

512288-7197.   

  

   Name: ________________________________________________ [Please check the box below that is applicable:]  

  

                                       

   Address: _____________________________________________   [Renewal Single Membership $30.00]          /___/  

  

                                     

   _____________________________________________________    [Renewal (you + spouse or Family) $35.00] /___/  

                            

         

                                   

  City, State, Zip code: ________________________________________________________________________________  

  

    

  We have a hard time keeping track of everyone, so please include your current phone   

number and email address below.  

  

                                  

 Phone Number:    (_____)________________                            

                    

  

 Email Address: ___________________________________________________________  

  

  

ASSOCIATION USE ONLY:  

  

        Membership Number _______ Check Number _______ Dated ________ Amount____________  
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